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less analogous to that in which a man holds inter-
course with his fellow-man ?

In any wide and comprehensive department of
human knowledge and study, we find it expedient
not to attempt to grasp the whole at every moment,
but to pay more special attention, sometimes to one,
sometimes to another, branch of the entire subject.
This is conducive in the end to a more thorough
mastery of the whole, provided we do not so confine
ourselves to one branch as to neglect others. Such a
confinement leads to a one-sided and imperfect edu-
cation ; to an exaggerated estimation of the relative
importance of the branch specially selected, and a
depreciation of the others. It is analogous to the
effect of certain trades on the development of the
body, in which the constant employment of some
particular muscles leads to an abnormal development
of those in constant use, combined with some approach
to atrophy in those which but seldom come into play,
interfering thereby with the full symmetry of the
human frame. Nor is the one-sidedness and conse-
quent imperfection of the knowledge acquired through
such a course as I have indicated the only ill effect
of it; there is danger that the very completeness, so
far as it can be called complete, of the knowledge
gained in some very special branch may tend to
make the holder of it conceited, tend to lead him
to look down on his fellows, whose knowledge, it